
Structures of Life 

**This calendar is based on the assumption that science investigations are occurring 40-50 minute sessions, 4 days a weeks, as a minimum amount of time to teach the unit in its entirety.

	Day 1

Investigation 1: Origin of Seeds

Part 1: Seed Search

(Bean or Pea Pods)

Set up Student Notebooks

K-W-L about Plants or Living Things

**Order Crayfish-may take up to two weeks to arrive.

Optional: Send note home asking students to bring in some type of fruit for Day 2.
	Day 2

Investigation 1: Origin of Seeds

Part 1 cont.: Seed Search (Explore other fruits)

You will need a variety of fruits. 

*Cut fruit crosswise to explore the seed
	Day 3

Investigation 1: Origin of Seeds

Part 2: The Sprouting Seed
GD 1 (Grow Day)
	Day 4

Investigation 1: Origin of Seeds

Part 3: Seed Soak 

* Need to do second part of the lesson after the seeds have soaked overnight.
GD 2

	Day 5

Investigation 1: Origin of Seeds

Part 3: Seed Soak (cont.)

Germination
GD 6
	           Day 6

Investigation 2: Growing Further

Part 1: Germination

GD 7
	Day 7

Investigation 2: Growing Further

Part 2: Hydroponics
GD 8
	Day 8

Investigation 2: Growing Further

Part 3: Observe, measure plants for the next few weeks.

GD 9

	Day 9

Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish

Part 1: Meet the Crayfish

Observe and record structures of the crayfish, name and label crayfish.
GD 13
	Day 10

Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish

Part 2: Crayfish Habitat

Create crayfish habitat, and explain proper care and safety.
Science Stories: Answering Kids’ Questions: Crayfish, Crawfish, Crawdaddy (pg. 17-19)
GD 14
	Day 11

Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish

Part 3: Crayfish at Home

Observe and record crayfish behaviors “Meet the Crayfish.” 
GD 15
	Day 12

Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish

Part 3: Cont.

*Observe and Measure Plants

GD 16

	Day 13

Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish

Part 4: Crayfish Territory Cont. 
Introduce concept of territories. 

Science Stories:

Life Cycle of a Crayfish (pg. 20-21)

GD 20
	Day 14

Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish

Part 4: Crayfish Territory Cont.
Observe and record crayfish territories

Discuss the ways in which an organism’s structures help it survive. 

Science Stories:

Life on Earth 
GD 21
	Day 15
Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish 

Part 4: Crayfish Territory cont. 

Record crayfish territories.

Science Stories: 

A Change in the Environment (pg 35)
GD 22
	Day 16
Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish 

Part 4: Crayfish Territory cont. 

Have students write their conclusion about whether crayfish are territorial or not.

Video: 

Crayfish (161062) 
*Observe and Measure Plants

GD 23

	Day 17 
Investigation 5: Bess Beetles

Part 1: Bess Beetles at Home

Introduce beetles, their habitats, proper care and safety.  Allow students to observe the beetle and its structures. 
GD 27 (Flowers should blooming.)
	Day 18

Investigation 5: Bess Beetles

Part 2: Comparing Crayfish and Beetles

Observe, record and compare the differences between the beetle and crayfish.

GD 28
	Day 23 
Investigation 5: Bess Beetles

Part 2: Comparing Crayfish and Bess Beetles cont.

GD 29
	Day 24

Investigation 5: Bess Beetles

Part 3: The Beetle Pull
Investigate the strength of a beetle with a “beetle pull” using paper clips.
*Observe and Measure Plants

GD 30

	Day 25
Investigation 5: Choosing Your Own Investigation
GD 34
	Day 26
Investigation 5: Choosing Your Own Investigation
GD 35
	Day 27
Investigation 5: Choosing Your Own Investigation
GD 36
	Day 28
Investigation 5: Choosing Your Own Investigation
*Observe and Measure Plants

GD 37

	Day 29
Investigation 5: Choosing Your Own Investigation
GD 41
	Day 30
Investigation 5: Choosing Your Own Investigation
GD 42
	Day 31

Investigation 5: Choosing Your Own Investigation
*Present investigation findings to the class
GD 43
	Day 32
*Investigation 2: Growing Further

Part 3: Harvest beans, sequence bean life cycle pictures.

GD 44 (Bush beans reach maturation at about 50 days so you may need more time.)


This calendar is just a guide for your use with this unit offered by teachers that found this schedule to work for them. It reflects a minimum amount of time needed.  Most book suggestions come from VAST Mediagraphies available at http://media2.aea10.k12.ia.us/display/040?kw=%2A&md=099.
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