FOSS Structures of Life Unit Storyline

Big Idea: Plants and animals have structures that serve different functions.

Subconcept I: Seeds have different structures and properties. 

Investigation 1: Origin of Seeds









Subconcept II: The life cycle is the process of a seed growing into a mature plant, which in turn produces seeds.

Investigation 2: Growing Further


Subconcept III: Animals (crayfish and bess beetles) have specific structures and behaviors to improve their chance of survival in their environment. 

Investigation 3: Meet the Crayfish


Investigation 5: Bess Beetles


Part 1: Seed Search


Dissect fruit and compare seeds; classify seeds according to properties. Sort seeds and graph on a histogram.








Part 3: Seed Soak


Compare dry and soaked lima beans.





Part 2: The Sprouting Seed


Set up class sprouter and minisprouter; observe seed sprouts daily.





Part 1: Germination


Compare stages of germination of different seeds. Identify emerging plant structures.





Part 2: Hydroponics


Set up hydroponic water tanks to continue growing the bean seedlings.





Part 3: Life cycle of the Bean


Make weekly observations- emergence of buds, flowering, development of fruit and seeds. 








Part 3: Crayfish Territory


Long-term observation of crayfish behavior.





Part 2: Adaptation


Study crayfish behavior and identify adaptations.





Part 1: Crayfish Structures


Set up habitat and interact with crayfish





Part 4: Choosing Your Own Investigation 


Apply concepts from unit concerning plants and animals.





Part 1: Bess Beetles at Home


Observe beetle structures and behaviors and learn how to handle and take care of them.








Part 2: Comparing Crayfish and Beetles


Observe and record a beetles structures and behaviors. Compare crayfish and beetle structures.





Part 3: The Beetle Pull


Investigate how much mass a beetle can pull and compare to the mass of the beetle itself.









