
Plant Growth and Development Calendar

**This calendar is based on the assumption that science experiences are occurring in 45 minute sessions, 4 days a week, as a minimum amount of time to teach the unit in its entirety.


 

	Day 1

Set up student notebooks
Read-Aloud The Dandelion Seed by Joseph P. Anthony


	Day 2

Observe “table plants” in groups.


	Day 3

LESSON 1

(use this information as pre-assessment)


	Day 4

LESSON 2


	Day 5

Model/practice

planting.



	Day 6

LESSON 3

Planting the seeds. *(Best if done on a MONDAY)


	Day 7

(GD 1)
Observe quads

Can record what is in quad (cut-away view)

From Seed to Plant, (pg. 12 – 19) Gibbons 
	Day 8

(GD 2)
Discuss what makes notebooks accurate and complete, create a rubric for ntbk. evaluation
	Day 9

(GD 3)

Observe and record in notebook


	Day 10

*(GD 4 or 5)

LESSON 4

Thin and transplant 
Record in ntbk 

Cycles of Life: Growing Things, (pg. 12 – 16) Scrace

Our Living World: Green Plants, (pg. 14 – 17, 19 top) Tesar

	Day 11

(GD 5, 6, 7, or 8)

LESSON 5

Measure and record plant height

Record in ntbk.

Our Living World: Green Plants, (pg. 7, 43, 22 - 25) Tesar
	Day 12

LESSON 5/6

Record in ntbk.

Chart height on Growth Graph 

Magic School Bus Gets Planted, Cole (video or book)
	Day 13

(GD 7, 8 or 9)

LESSON 5/6

Observe true leaves and flower buds

Record in ntbk., on

Growth Graph
	Day 14

LESSON 6

Observe true leaves and flower buds

Record in ntbk., on

Growth Graph
	Day 15

(GD 9 – 13)

LESSON 7

Observe growth spurt

Record in ntbk., on Growth Graph

	Day 16

LESSON 8

Gather information about student understandings and attitudes about bees (can use this info. as pre-assessment)  

Record in ntbk., on

Growth Graph
	Day 17

LESSON 9 

Learn about bees, structures and functions

Record in ntbk., on

Growth Graph

Magic School Bus

in a Beehive, Cole (book or video)
Joyful Noise, ”Honeybees” Fleischman
	Day 18

LESSON 10 

Learn about flowers, structures and functions 

Record in ntbk., on Growth Graph

From Seed to Plant, Gibbons (pg. 5, 6, 10, then 7 - 9)
The Reason for a Flower, Heller
	Day 19

Book and video connections

Record in ntbk., on Growth Graph

It’s Science! Plants and Flowers (pg. 20, 21), Hewitt

A Fruit Is a Suitcase for Seeds, Richards
	Day 20

(GD 12 – 18)

LESSON 11

Pollinate

Record in ntbk., on Growth Graph
Our Living World: Green Plants (pg. 33, 36 – 38, 52 - 55), Tesar

	Day 21

(GD 12 – 18)

LESSON 11

Pollinate

Read @ crucifers

Refer to Fig. 10-2

Record in ntbk., on Growth Graph


	Day 22

(GD 17 – 35) 

LESSON 12

Observe pods

(Pollinate)
Record in ntbk.

Record on Growth Graph until it is clear upward growth stops
The Reason for a Flower, Heller
	Day 23

--------------- LESSONS ----------- Make bee and 
----------------- Record in 

------------------ Observe

A Fruit Is a Suitcase for Seeds, Richards
	Day 24

13 AND 14 ---------------

Brassica models--------

notebooks ----------------

pods -----------------------

A Fruit Is a Suitcase for Seeds, Richards
	Day 25

-------------------------

-------------------------

-------------------------

Ancient Ones: The World of the Old-Growth Douglas Fir, Bash (pg. 23, 24)

	Day 26

LESSONS 13 and 14

Observe pods

Record in ntbk.
	Day 27

LESSON 15

Interpreting graphs and using growth charts.
	Day 28

LESSON 16

Threshing and harvesting seeds.

How Do Apples Grow? (pg. 18 – 23) Maestro

Cycles of Life: Growing Things (pg. 28 – 29), Scrace
	Day 29

 ---- Assessments and 

reread

	Day 30

Questions​​​​​, ---------------       
The Dandelion Seed


This calendar is just a guide for your use with this unit offered by teachers that found this schedule to work for them. It reflects a minimum amount of time needed.  Keep in mind that (Instructional) Day is different than Grow Day.  Most book suggestions come from VAST Mediagraphies available at http://media2.aea10.k12.ia.us/display/040?kw=%2A&md=099.
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