
Experimenting with Plants
**Recommended time spent on curriculum (50 minutes class session, 4 days per week)

	Day 1 of Unit
Lesson 1:  What do you know about experiments?


	Day 2 of Unit
Lesson #2:  Identifying variables and planning a fair test

	Day 3 of Unit
Lesson #2 continued

	
	Day 4 of Unit
Lesson #3:  Outlining the Experimental Plan


	Day 5 of Unit
Lesson #4:  Planting the seeds


	Day 6 of Unit
Growth Day 1
Explain observations, prepare measurement sticks, Preview Activity Sheet 6
	Day 7 of Unit
Growth Day 2

**
	Growth Day 3
	Day 8 of Unit
Growth Day 4

Measure plants

Lesson #5:  Thinning and transplanting

	Day 9 of Unit
Growth Day 7

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Build background knowledge on bees


	Day 10 of Unit
Growth Day 8
Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Finish discussion on bees
	Day 11 of Unit
Growth Day 9

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Reading Rainbow video:  The Life Cycle of the Honeybee
	Growth Day 10

	Day 12 of Unit
Growth Day 11

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants
Make bee sticks


	Day 13 of Unit
Growth Day 14

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Lesson #7:  Pollination and Interdependence


	Day 14 of Unit
Growth Day 15

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Pollinate plants
**
	Day 15 of Unit
Growth Day 16

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Pollinate plants

**
	Growth Day 17

	Day 16 of Unit
Growth Day 18

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Pollinate plants

**

	Day 17 of Unit

Growth Day 21
Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants
Lesson #12: Planning and Setting up germination experiments (plan)
	Day 18 of Unit

Growth Day 22

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Lesson #12 continued
(do experiment)
	Day 19 of Unit

Growth Day 23

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Observations from experiment
	Growth Day 24


	Day 20 of Unit

Growth Day 25

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Lesson #13:  What did we find out about germination?

	Day 21 of Unit

Growth Day 28

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Lesson #14:  Two Tropism Experiments


	Day 22 of Unit

Growth Day 29

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Lesson #15:  What did we find out about tropisms in WFP?


	Day 23 of Unit

Growth Day 30

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Explain scientific conference / begin preparing materials
(Students could do power point to share their experiment)

	Growth Day 31

	Day 24 of Unit

Growth Day 32

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Continue preparing materials for scientific conference



	Day 25 of Unit

Growth Day 35
(Take plants off water)

Illustrate/measure/ record observations of plants

Transfer marks on measuring sticks to centimeters and record on sheet
	Day 26 of Unit

Explain and model how to graph the growth of the plants.

Graph growth of each plant (use different color for each plant on graph)

Each person in group calculate daily plant average and graph both control and experimental plants on the same graph
	Day 27 of Unit

Continue graphing
	
	Day 28 of Unit

Activity Sheet 6
Complete and compare with group members

	Day 29 of Unit

Lesson #8:  Harvesting and threshing the seeds

	Day 30 of Unit

Lesson #9:  Organizing and analyzing the data from the experiment 

Discuss drawing conclusions


	Day 31 of Unit

Prepare for presentations (practice/assign jobs)
	
	Day 32 of Unit

Share scientific conferences


**Days to share literature that ties in with the unit or enrichment activities.

This calendar is just a guide for your use with this unit offered by teachers that found this schedule to work for them. It reflects a minimum amount of time needed.  Most book suggestions come from VAST Mediagraphies available at http://media2.aea10.k12.ia.us/display/040?kw=%2A&md=099.
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