Air and Weather
**Recommended time spent on curriculum (40-50 minute sessions, three days a week) 

	Day 1

Prep Student Journal Pages and Unit Assessment Copies


	Day 2
Investigation 1: Exploring Air

Part 1: Air is There

Schedule 50-60 minutes for this lesson.


	Day 3

Investigation 1: Exploring Air

Part 2: Air Underwater

Schedule 20-30 minutes for center work and 30 minutes for whole class discussion and journal writing.

Total time 60 minutes


	Day 4


	Day 5

Investigation 1: Exploring Air

Part 3: Parachutes

Schedule 40-50 minutes for discussing and making/flying parachutes.

Schedule an additional 20 minutes for recording in journals.

 
Total time 1 hour 10 minutes



	Day 6

Investigation 1: Exploring Air

Part 4: Pushing on Air

Schedule 30-40 minutes for free exploration and discussion. Schedule 20 minutes for journal writing.

Total time 60 minutes


	Day 7

 
	Day 8

Investigation 1: Exploring Air

Part 5: Air and Water Fountain

Schedule 50 minutes for exploration and discussion.


	Day 9


	Day 10

Investigation 1: Exploring Air

Part 6: Balloon Rockets

Schedule 50 minutes to fly balloon rockets on fishing line.  Schedule 30 minutes to release balloons outside and discussion.  Schedule 5-10 minutes to read the Science Story What is All Around Us?

Total time 1 hour 30 minutes

	Day 11
Investigation 2: Observing Weather

Part 1: Weather Calendars

Schedule 15 minutes to go outside and 40 minutes to introduce the calendar and journal writing.


Total time 55 minutes


	Day 12


	Day 13

Investigation 2: Observing Weather

Part 2: Measuring Temperature

Schedule 40 minutes for this lesson.

Pre-make thermometers for this lesson.


	Day 14


	Day 15

Investigation 2: Observing Weather

Part 3: Watching Clouds

Schedule 45-50 minutes for this lesson.

Read Science Story What’s the Weather Today?



	Day 16

Investigation 2: Observing Weather

Part 4: Measuring Rain

You will do this lesson in 2 parts.

Day 1 place the rain gauge.

Day 2 plan 30-40 minutes to discuss findings and for journal writing.


	Day 17


	Day 18

Investigation 3: Wind Explorations

Part 1: Bubbles in the Wind

Schedule 45 minutes for this lesson


	Day 19


	Day 20

Investigation 3: Wind Explorations

Part 2: Wind Speed

Schedule 60 minutes for this lesson



	Day 21
Investigation 3: Wind Explorations

Part 3: Pinwheels

Schedule 50 minutes for this lesson


	Day 22
	Day 23
Investigation 3: Wind Explorations

Part 4: Wind Vanes

Schedule 60 minutes for this lesson

Read Science Story  Understanding the Weather
	Day 24


	Day 25
Investigation 3: Wind Explorations

Part 5: Kites

Schedule 50 minutes for this lesson



	Day 26

Investigation 4: Looking for Change
Part 1: Weather Graphs
You will need 4 weeks of data for this lesson.  Schedule 40-50 minutes for this lesson.

	Day 27


	Day 28

Investigation 4: Looking for Change
Part 2: Comparing the Seasons
You will need your daily weather data for this.  

This is lesson is on-going throughout the year.

Read Science Story Seasons

	Day 29


	Day 30

Investigation 4: Looking for Change
Part 3: The Night Sky
Schedule this lesson to being on the day of the third quarter moon (it will be visible in the sky)

Watch the moon for 2 weeks as a class then send student homework to go with this lesson.

After 4 nights of student homework you will schedule another discussion.



This calendar is just a guide for your use with this unit offered by teachers that found this schedule to work for them. It reflects a minimum amount of time needed.  Most book suggestions come from VAST Mediagraphies available at http://media2.aea10.k12.ia.us/display/040?kw=%2A&md=099.
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