February 14, 2008    Autism Resource Team MINUTES



AGENDA

1. New items from Sue Baker:  Dawn Hrabak will create a list of  each item we get from Sue for future reference.  This list will appear on the web-board and will be sent to each ART member.

2. Process for access to new items from Sue:  Items from Sue Baker are sent to the autism core team at 33rd.  After reviewing the resources, the materials will be sent to the Coralville office (ATTN: Charlie Bursch) for review.  Items will be returned to the 33rd building to be placed in the PEP library.  PEP personnel issue an email to the ART members informing the group of the recent addition.
3. Autism Web Board: Liz Delsandro mentioned that she met with Bob Furino to explore set up of the Autism Team Web Board.  The Web Board has been initiated.  It should be noted that the Web Board currently contains no content at this time.  The Autism Core Team will be discussing the general features and content during our next monthly meeting.  Initially, the Web Board will be accessed by the Autism Core Team Members as the content, organization of content, and general use is explored.  The plan is to invite Autism Resource Team (ART) Members to become members of the Web Board in August or September of this year.  Liz and team members shared ideas of how the Web Board may be utilized (e.g., posting new books and brief descriptions of the books, posting best practice strategies, posting and/or uploading files such as visual supports, posting announcements of upcoming training opportunities, posting websites, having virtual discussions, subscribing to news feeds).  We discussed the need to establish rules for Web-Board use (e.g., a venue for positive interactions, awareness of copyright rules, etc.). 
4. Re-structuring of the ART-to include use of the poly coms: The team would like to encourage attendance at ART meetings by utilizing technology (poly-com).  We will try this for the next few meetings and obtain feedback.  ART meetings may occur in more of a regional format next year.  Stay tuned!
5. FYI: 

· ASI conference – Andy Bondy:  April 4, 2008; go to autismiowa.org for details
· Autism Walk for Local ASI chapter on April : April 12 at Westdale Mall in Cedar Rapids. Contact Kelly Trier for more info.
6. Training dates for all trainings:  Janel Lesan will be working with Kathy Dulle to develop a comprehensive listing of professional development opportunities in the area of autism or autism-related.  Please forward the name of the course, workshop, or training to Janel including date/time.  A complete listing of PD opportunities will be shared with the ART members each spring and winter.  
7. Early Access referrals:  The early access team of autism paraeducators and Karen Easton has collected data regarding the prevalence of referrals from the agency.  Some preliminary data indicated regions or portions of the agency with no or very few referrals.  This team will be discussing ways to encourage teams to utilize autism para support as needed. 
8. Updates with legislature:  House File 2031 was shared with the team.  Please review and provide feedback to Janel.  Janel will work with Sue Baker and offer State Representative Art Stead guidance and input from ART members
Date:  February 15, 2008
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