Iowa Alternate Assessment

Summary of Timelines and Next Steps

For the Alternate Assessment, the most current information (as of 9/5/2006) is:

1. The Iowa Alternate Assessment is designed for: (1) equity in breadth and depth of coverage, (2) technical adequacy, (3) efficiency, (4) meaningfulness for students, teachers, and parents, and (5) sustainability over time.
2. As a reminder, for the 2006-2007 school year, to meet requirements of NCLB, Iowa must broaden coverage of the alternate assessment so that all core content standards and benchmarks are assessed. For 2006-2007, in order to adequately broaden coverage yet maintain a body of evidence in decision-making, the Iowa Department of Education (IDE) will be keeping administration and scoring rules as simple as possible, so that teachers can administer and score the alternate assessment without additional training from AEAs or the IDE.
3. Our plan is to design the rating scale so that it can be filled-out simply by reading the administration guide. We will learn more about this during the pilot. At present, the plan is that the rating scale will be sent out to teachers in November of 2006. The rating scale is shaping up to look like what is included below. This may change but is our best attempt until the pilot. We may find during the pilot that the rating scale is not adequate, or that standard tasks are not adequate, and may need another measurement strategy.

4. The instructions that will be piloted for the rating scale will be to rate all items on the rating scale, and to indicate whether or not the rating has supporting evidence and the type of supporting evidence (see example rating scale format below). Teachers need to keep the evidence for ratings that teachers have indicated they have supporting evidence.

5. All teachers will be asked to complete a Learner Characteristics inventory for each student in the alternate assessment, by end of November. This inventory will help the DE understand the range of students included in the IAA. The survey will be formatted so that teachers have a variety of means for completing: hard copy, electronic form for faxes or emails, entry into a web-survey.

6. A request for teachers to participate in the pilot was sent out on September 5, 2006. We will randomly select about 30 teachers from those nominated, to participate in the pilot. Piloting will involve completing the rating scale and standard task, providing evidence for reviews, tasks, or observes used to complete the rating scale, and feedback on efficiency of administration.

7. We will use the pilot to determine how well the Standard Tasks will work and which of the Standard Tasks will be used Statewide as part of this year’s alternate assessment. Standard Tasks will be sent out in February of 2007.

8. We are studying the numbers of portfolios that will need to be audited. The audit will represent a percentage of students participating in the alternate.

9. Scoring will be in April of 2007. The scorers will examine congruence between teacher ratings and evidences submitted for match, as well as scoring of the standard tasks.

10. The requirements for the IAA for 2006-2007 have been adjusted so that on-site training should not be required, and so that the inter-observer agreement component is not implemented this school year. 

11. We are discussing how we might use ICNs either before or after administration of the IAA, to answer questions or obtain feedback from teachers who administered the alternate assessment.

12. The attached flow-chart captures the content above.


Rating Scale Format as of 9/5/2006 -DRAFT

Notes:

1. The scaling (0-3 v. 0-4 or other) of the rating scales is still being discussed

2. There will be more items than what is depicted below

3. There will be a rating scale for Reading and Math for each grade
4. Science will be rated at Grades 5, 8, and 11 only
The IAA:  Required Steps, Guidelines, & Timelines
Before the assessment process begins, a student's IEP team must have decided that the student meets the participation guidelines for the IAA and is eligible for the alternate assessment. Once it has been decided that a student will participate in the IAA, the following processes must be followed:

Step 1: Complete the Learner Characteristics Inventory

Step 2: Complete the Assurances on Testing Integrity form with building administrator. This form is kept with the student’s portfolio.

Step 3: Rate each item on the rating scale.


First, indicate if there is evidence that the skill described is emerging, basic, proficient, or advanced. If there is evidence, be sure to file the evidence as part of the portfolio.


Second, indicate the student’s proficiency on the skill described by the item.
Step 4: Summarize Proficiency Scores & Proficiency Level Decisions 

Step 5: Report Results
Step 6: Administer Standard Task and Report Results.

Instructions for Completing the IAA Rating Scales

Complete Cover Page Information - Be sure to provide a complete description of the student, note the date the decision was made to participate in the IAA, and document the names and the qualification number of individuals involved in conducting the assessment and reliability checks. (note-this cover page is not included in this sample).

Analyze and Rate Proficiency of ALL items - It is important that you analyze and rate the proficiency with which a student demonstrates the knowledge and skills needed to accomplish each of the IAA items. If you have not directly observed the student exhibiting the skill, try to elicit the skill during the assessment period or base your rating on related skills in the same competency domain that you have directly observed.  All items, regardless of whether they are IEP-aligned or not, must be rated as either Non-Existent, Emerging, Basic, Proficient, or Advanced. Circle the rating that best characterizes a student’s current functioning.  DO NOT SKIP any items. (note-the items below are samples of what could be included. Actual rating scales will have between 20 and 50 items per content area depending upon grade level and results of piloting).

Maintain Performance Evidence – If a teacher has rated that there is evidence associated with an item on the IAA, maintain that evidence in the student’s portfolio.  Typical categories of performance evidence include review evidence or work samples, teacher-made tasks or published test results, observations, interviews with third parties, videos or photos, and audio tape recordings.  All evidence should be recent (no more than 6 months old) and representative of the student's typical work. Please check (() the categories of evidence that you collect and rate for each of the items. This evidence, along with a copy of the completed rating scale, must be stored for 1 year for monitoring purposes.

	Item

Proficiency Rating
	Descriptive Criteria to Guide Rating Decisions

	0 = Non-existent

(Can’t Do Currently)
	Student is currently unable to perform any part of a skill or demonstrate any knowledge even with full physical prompting in a highly structured setting. 

	1 = Emerging

(Aware & Starting to Do)
	Student attends to task and can respond to some part of the knowledge and skills required by the task given significant physical, verbal, visual, or other form of support. The student may take a long time to respond and is correct or accurate less than 25% of the time in a limited number of settings.

	2 = Basic

(Can Do Partially & Inconsistently)
	Student is in a stage of building consistency. Responses are generally correct between 25-50% of the time when provided moderate support in several settings. The student shows improvement in acquiring and applying skills with repeated opportunities and feedback

	3 = Proficient

(Can Usually Do)
	Student is in a stage of building consistency. Performance is somewhat consistent with responses being generally correct between 51-75% of the time when provided moderate support in several settings. The student shows improvement in acquiring and applying skills with repeated opportunities and feedback.

	4 = Advanced

(Can Do Consistently)


	Student exhibits the knowledge and skills required by the task and responds correctly more than 75% of the time with minimal support on a regular basis. The student routinely performs the skill in a variety of settings with familiar instructions, materials, or individuals. The student requires little or no supervision in accurately demonstrating the knowledge and skills required by the task.


	                                           Evidence Sources        Proficiency Ratings                                                                                                

	Math


	Reviews/Work Samples
	Tasks/Tests
	Observations
	Interviews
	Video/Photo
	Audio Tape
	No Opportunity to Teach
	0= Nonexistent
	1= Emerging
	2=  Proficient
	      3= Advanced

	Math Standard: Students can understand and apply a variety of math concepts


	1
	Students can understand and apply number properties


Order & represent numbers 0 – 50 with objects & numerals


	
	
	
	
	
	
	N
	0
	1
	2
	3

	2
	Students can understand and apply number properties


Demonstrate one-to-one correspondence


	
	
	
	
	
	
	N
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Math Standard: Students can understand and apply methods of estimation


	37
	Estimates quantities through 25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	N
	0
	1
	2
	3

	38
	Estimates quantities through 50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	N
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Math Standard: Students can solve a variety of math problems


	41
	Use pictures, and/or manipulatives to solve problems
	
	
	
	
	
	
	N
	0
	1
	2
	3

	42
	Explains how problems are solved
	
	
	
	
	
	
	N
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Math Standard: Students can interpret data presented in a variety of ways


	45
	Students can use tables and graphs to locate and read information.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	N
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Math Individualized Proficiency Total Score:
	           ___ + _    +        +        ​  =  [ __ ]

	
	


Overall Math Proficiency Score and Decision Summary

Summarize Proficiency Scores & Proficiency Level Decisions - There are two types of summary results for each Reading, Mathematics, and Science: Individualized Proficiency Total Score and Overall Proficiency Level Score.  Once you have completed the rating of all items for each content area, you should determine the Individualized Proficiency Total Score for the domain by totaling the individual ratings for all items in a content domain. The results of your ratings for the content area can be translated to an Overall Proficiency Level Score by placing the correct Individualized Proficiency Total Score on the score continuum below the Proficiency Level descriptions. The Proficiency Level descriptions for each content area provide a 4-level, criterion-referenced continuum that characterizes achievement of knowledge and skills along the path toward the regular curriculum. 
Below the IAA Proficiency Level descriptions for Math is a general Proficiency Score Continuum. This total score continuum for Math ranges from 0 to X. Write the student’s Individualized Proficiency Total Score in the grey area below the Proficiency Level description that provides the best general description of the student's overall level of functioning in Math. Examples of some of the knowledge and skills a student typically exhibits accompany each Proficiency Level description. These 4 knowledge and skill levels provide common benchmarks for describing where a student is currently functioning with regard to educational expectations for all students. 

Math Proficiency

	Emerging 
	Basic 
	Proficient 
	Advanced 

	Student currently exhibits 1 or 2 of the entry level skills and knowledge in mathematics at an Emerging level.  He or she is able to perform simple skills or demonstrate knowledge only with significant prompting and support in a highly structured setting.
	Student is beginning to 

· Apply all four operations with whole numbers, fractions, and decimals 

· Collect, organize and display data in tables and graphs 

· Find the area, perimeter, and volume of simple geometric shapes 

· Use methods of estimation 
	Student usually is able to

· Apply all four operations with whole numbers, fractions, and decimals 

· Collect, organize and display data in tables and graphs 

· Find the area, perimeter, and volume of simple geometric shapes 

· Use methods of estimation
	When given grade appropriate material, student is consistently able to 

· Apply all four operations with whole numbers, fractions, and decimals 

· Collect, organize and display data in tables and graphs 

· Find the area, perimeter, and volume of simple geometric shapes 

· Use methods of estimation

	Scores between 0 and X

____


	Scores between X and Y

____


	Scores between Y and Z

____
	Scores between Z and AA

____


Standard Setting using data from 2006-2007 school year. Also, plans for determining technical adequacy of the Iowa Alternate Assessment and enhancements for 2007-2008. 


June 2007








Pilot of Rating Scale and Tasks, October 2006. 30 teachers statewide randomly selected from stratified groups 





Flowchart for Iowa Alternate Assessment: 


Actions and Timelines for Teachers and Supporting Documents for Each Action, 2006-2007 School Year





Scoring. April 16-20, 2007





Iowa Department of Education completes IAA Standard Task packets and distributes to teachers based on students for whom rating scales were completed. 


February 2007





Teachers who are part of the audit send in supporting evidence. 


February 2007





Iowa Department of Education completes IAA packets and distributes to teachers based on students in the Learner Characteristics Inventory database. November 2006





Complete Rating Scale. Rate all items. Keep evidences for items in which “evidence” is checked. November 2006 – December 2006





Complete Learner Characteristics Inventory by October 31. All teachers

















