Uncovering Student Thinking in MS Science: Supporting the Iowa Core

Course Description: This course will focus on uncovering student thinking in middle level science classrooms through collaborative analysis of student responses to research-based formative assessments. This course is designed to assist middle level science teachers in effective science instruction for all learners, as defined by the statewide science initiative ELI (Every Learner Inquires). Through the use of Curriculum Topic Study (CTS), which is the “missing link” in implementing state and national standards and findings from research on student learning, middle school teachers will align their classroom practices with the Iowa Core Curriculum (ICC). As an NSF-funded Teacher Professional Continuum (TPC) project CTS is developing a coordinated set of science materials to help K-12 educators deepen their understanding of the important science topics they teach. CTS builds a bridge between state and national standards, research on students’ ideas in science, and opportunities for students to learn science through improved teacher practice.

Target Audience: Middle level science teachers and district individuals who support diverse learners (co-teaching colleagues).

Proposed Dates (I have listed all dates for all delivery sites in all 4 AEA’s) and Times

AEA 10 and AEA 1: 

· Feb. 2 (8:30 – 3:30) = 6 hours (minus 1 hour lunch OYO)

· Feb. 27 (8:30 – 3:30) = 6 hours (minus 1 hour lunch OYO)

· March 2 (4:30 – 8:30) = 4 hours
· March 31 (4:30 – 8:30) = 4 hours
· April 13 (8:30 – 3:30) = 6 hours (minus 1 hour lunch OYO)

· May 8 (8:30 – 3:30) = 6 hours (minus 1 hour lunch OYO)
AEA 267 and AEA 9: 

· Feb. 16 (8:30 – 3:30) = 6 hours (minus 1 hour lunch OYO)

· March 6 (8:30 – 3:30) = 6 hours (minus 1 hour lunch OYO)

· March 2 (4:30 – 8:30) = 4 hours

· March 31 (4:30 – 8:30) = 4 hours
· April 22 (8:30 – 3:30) = 6 hours (minus 1 hour lunch OYO)

· May 8 (8:30 – 3:30) = 6 hours (minus 1 hour lunch OYO)
These dates and times are to include an on-line, collaborate across AEA’s component such (possibly Adobe Connect Pro).
