Science as Inquiry through Collaborative Geographic Information Systems (GIS)  

Course Description: This course is designed to promote the use of geotechnologies in science as inquiry in the secondary classroom.  Participants will experience and implement scientific inquiry with the aide of GIS to enhance learning to think through spatial skills.  Coursework will include skill development with My World® GIS software, which will be provided to teachers for their instructional use.  Through the integration of science as inquiry and technology teachers will be provided the theory, content, and demonstrations to be able to assist them in effective science instruction for all learners, as defined by the statewide science initiative ELI (Every Learner Inquires).   The major learning objectives for this course include:

· deepening content understanding about the abilities and fundamental understandings necessary to do science as inquiry,

· GIS and other geotechnology skill development and,

· with the use of Curriculum Topic Study (CTS) develop student abilities to link evidence to explanation.
Target Audience: Secondary science teachers and district individuals who support diverse learners (co-teaching colleagues).

Proposed Fall 2009 Dates
September 15th 8:30-3:30 pm, 
September 22 and 29 4:30-7:30 pm
November 2nd 8:30-3:30 pm, 
November 9 and 16 4:30-7:30 pm,
December 12th 8:30-3:30 pm
