Re:
September 27, 2006 letter from Pam Pfitzenmaier, DE

Update on NCLB Requirements

In cases where the guidance is significantly different from last year, the heading will indicate NEW GUIDANCE.

School level AYP decisions are determined by combining all grades at a school site.  District level AYP decisions are determined by combining grades 3-5 for elementary level, grades 6-8 for the middle school level, and grade 11 for the high school level.  For AYP determinations, the Iowa Department of Education (IDE) will apply confidence intervals, take into account safe harbor and examine two years of data.  If after all of those procedures the school (or district) still has not met the annual measurable objective (or intermediate goal), the IDE will look at three years of data but only for grades 4, 8 and 11.

Prior to 2005-06, if a school/district missed participation rate, proficiency was not considered for AYP decisions.  For 2006-07, proficiency will be considered, even if a school/district misses participation rate.  If a school/district misses either proficiency and/or participation rates, the school/district will be identified as missing AYP.

Neither the school/district nor the state can count students as ³participants² who take out-of-level tests below the grade level of their peers (students taking out-of-level tests above the grade level of their peers are counted as participants.  Participation rates will not include students who are testing out-of-level with a level below their grade level peers.  Therefore, districts are advised that if a student¹s IEP provides for an out-of-level test below grade level and the student takes and out-of-level assessment (below grade level), the student may not be counted as either a participant or as proficient for purposes of NCLB accountability.

Beginning in the spring of 2007, local districts must report the total number of 8th grade students and the number who demonstrate a locally determined proficiency of ³technology literacy.²  On the spring 2007 BEDS report, districts will provide the total number of 8th graders and the number that meet the locally determined definition of demonstrating technology literacy.

Note the three flowcharts, one for participation, a second for proficiency and the third for the other academic indicators.

A heads up for 2007-08 school year: Districts must test all 5th graders in science using the ITBS or an equivalent test.
