Iowa Youth Survey

The Iowa Youth Survey (IYS) is a voluntary survey given to 6th, 8th, and 11th graders on a three-year cycle, most recently in the fall of 2005. Most school districts (359) and students (98,246) in the state participated in the survey. 
The survey is anonymous so that students may respond to questions about their attitudes and experiences regarding substance abuse and violence, as well as peer, family, school, and neighborhood / community environments.  School districts, communities, regional agencies, and state-level planners use these results to better understand and plan for our youth and their needs.

The survey relies on students to honestly answer each question.  The data from 1999, 2002, and 2005 is quite consistent. To safeguard the validity of the survey results, each survey proceeds through a series of validity checks, and is not included in the analysis if it fails the checks. Therefore, the IYS is considered to be a comprehensive, reliable, and valid data source in the state of Iowa.

The Department of Education has developed user-friendly toolkits that topically group IYS questions. The toolkits will help teams analyze local data, make data-based decisions about needed programs and services, and determine steps that can be taken to address student needs.

Because websites sometimes change, please download the toolkits, and save them to your computer, print them, or both:

· Alcohol and Youth

http://www.icyd.org/images/Learning%20Supports%20documents/IYS%20tools/IYS%20Alcohol%20Toolkit.pdf
· School Climate and Connection

http://www.icyd.org/images/Learning%20Supports%20documents/IYS%20tools/SchoolClimate%20Toolkit.pdf
Rather than entering district data directly into the toolkits, companion Excel spreadsheets have been developed to assist educators in graphing student data and comparing it with state-level data, as well as Grant Wood Area Education Agency data.  Because Cedar Rapids and Lisbon did not meet the 75% completion criterion, their data are not included in the AEA 10 results.
The questions (and their corresponding numbers on the 1999, 2002, and 2005 Iowa Youth Surveys) are written above the tables on the spreadsheets, which are very easy to use. Simply locate the percentages in the Iowa Youth Survey district reports, and type them into the tables on the spreadsheets.  Label the data, by typing the name of the school district at the top of the spreadsheet in front of CSD (Community School District), and in front of CSD on each table.
When one clicks on the tabs at the bottom of the spreadsheet, bar graphs will appear that display trend data for district 6th, 8th, and 11th grade students for 1999, 2002, and 2005, as well as bar graphs for state, and also for the responses of students across AEA 10.  
 

Please check this website again soon, as toolkits and spreadsheets are currently being developed for:

· Risky Behaviors and Bullying

· Tobacco and Youth

For more information, please contact:
· Janell Brandhorst, Consultant, Department of Education:  515-281-5288, Janell.Brandhorst@iowa.gov
· Jane Todey, Consultant, Department of Education:  515-281-8514, Jane.Todey@iowa.gov
· Anne Taylor, School Improvement Consultant, GWAEA:  319-364-5313, ataylor@aea10.k12.ia.us
 

