Appendix A
Senior Year Plus Program
Senior Year Plus Program.  Creates a new program recommended by Governor Culver to provide Iowa High School students increased access to college credit or advanced placement coursework.  These guidelines are very similar to the Principles of Good Practice for 28E-contracted college credit courses for high school students developed by the community college tech prep directors and approved by the community college chief academic officers in April 2008.

School District Audits.  Requires the audit of a school district to include State categorical funding and determine that categorical funding is not being used to supplant other funding unless authorized, that supplementary weighting is appropriate, and that postsecondary courses supplement, rather than supplant, school district courses.

Postsecondary Course Audit Committee.  Directs the Department of Education to create a Postsecondary Course Audit Committee to audit Senior Year Plus courses.  Will include members from the K-12 education community, community colleges, and regents universities.  Specifies audit sampling, identifies minimum factors to be examined, and requires the Committee to establish standards for the review.  Audit findings are to be submitted to the institutions providing classes and posted on the Department of Education website.  Courses not meeting standards are not eligible for future supplementary weighting.  Eligibility for weighting may be reinstated with appropriate changes to the unacceptable course.

Permits nonpublic school students participating in the Senior Year Plus Program to be counted as shared time students for the school district to receive the associated supplementary weighting.

District-to-Community College Sharing and Concurrent Enrollment Programs.  Changes the supplementary weighting for school district-to-community college sharing from 0.48 times the percentage of the student’s school day attending class at the community college to 0.70 for career and technical courses and 0.46 for liberal arts and science courses.  Specifies that courses may be offered in a high school attendance center and that student work and assessment will meet college-level expectations.

Senior Year Plus Program.  Creates the Senior Year Plus Program (261.E) to increase access to college credit or advanced placement coursework.  The bill consolidates a number of existing programs into this new section.  The Program elements include:

· Advanced placement courses.

· Community college credit courses.

· Postsecondary enrollment options for courses through colleges and universities.

· Regional and career academy college credit courses.

· Internet-based college credit courses through the Iowa Learning Online Initiative.

Permits a school district to offer year-round availability for Senior Year Plus programming.

Student Eligibility.  Specifies that an eligible student will:

· Meet enrollment requirements of the postsecondary institution providing the course.

· Meet or exceed the minimum academic performance standards required by that institution.

· Take the required prerequisite courses.

· Receive approval from the school board or its designee and the eligible postsecondary institution to register for the course.

· Demonstrate proficiency in reading, mathematics and science.

Teacher and Instructor Eligibility.  Specifies that an eligible teacher (K-12) or instructor (college) will:

· Have the appropriate license to teach the subject and meet other standards and requirements for the postsecondary academic department employing the teacher or instructor.

· Collaborate with other secondary and postsecondary faculty in the subject area.

· Provide ongoing communication about course expectations, including a content syllabus, teaching strategies, performance measures, resource materials, and academic progress feedback to the students and minor students’ parents or guardians.

· Provide college-level curriculum and instruction as determined by the postsecondary institution.

· Use valid and reliable performance assessments, as available.

· Pass a background investigation if the instruction is provided at a school district facility or at a facility not owned or operated by an institution.

Requires that the teacher or instructor:

· Be provided appropriate orientation and training.

· Have access to the postsecondary institution’s departmental activities, instructional resources, and support.

· Receive adequate notice to prepare for the college-level course.

· Not have his or her educational license suspended or revoked.

Institutional Eligibility.  Specifies that a postsecondary institution shall:

· Provide students and minor students’ parents or guardians with appropriate course orientation and information, including a summary of policies, transcript establishment, dropping courses policy, student handbook, student responsibilities, and credit transfer.

· Provide access to student support services.

· Ensure proper enrollment in college credit courses.

· Ensure proper orientation of teachers and instructors.

· Ensure the courses provide the same learning outcomes as similar college courses.

· Review courses for continuous improvement, utilize student feedback, and share gathered information with other stakeholders.

· Certify the course does not supplant a course provided by the school district.  This is the responsibility of the school district.

· Not establish a minimum or maximum number of postsecondary credits that the students can earn through the Program or place restrictions on the Senior Year Plus Program beyond those specified in statute or administrative rule.

· Include the K-12 student identification number in the institution’s student data management system and cooperate with the Department on data requests.  The institutions will provide data on the proportion of females and minorities enrolled in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) programming.  The Department is to report to the General Assembly annually by January 15.

· Have background investigations by school districts that are paid for by the school district.  The district may charge the instructor or teacher a fee not to exceed the actual cost of the background investigation.

Advanced Placement Program.  Requires all school districts to offer advanced placement classes to resident students through direct instruction, collaboration with another school district, or by using Online Iowa Advanced Placement Academy.  Requires that course descriptions be available to students and that instructors be appropriately licensed and meet minimum national requirements.  

Requires each school district to identify course prerequisites and provide them to every junior high or middle school student prior to the development of a core curriculum plan.

Postsecondary Enrollment Options Program.  Creates the Postsecondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) Program to promote rigorous academic or career and technical programs for 11th and 12th grade students or 9th or 10th grade students meeting the school district’s gifted and talented criteria.  Students attending accredited nonpublic schools, the Iowa School for the Deaf, and the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School are also eligible.  The PSEO program already exists in Code chapter 261C.  It is being reestablished in this new Code chapter with some changes in the program.

PSEO Notification.  Requires notification of the Program in each school district’s student registration handbook and that each district inform students of the program prior to the development of their core curriculum plan.

PSEO Authorization.  Requires students to apply for college credit in a nonsectarian course that is not offered by the school district or nonpublic school district where the student attends.  If accepted, the postsecondary institution will notify the student, the minor student’s parent or guardian, the high school and school district of the acceptance, class time, and hours of college credit.

PSEO Credits.  Requires students successfully completing the college-level course to also receive high school credit.  Permits eligible students to take up to seven semester hours of credit during the summer months when the high school is not in session and receive PSEO credit.  Requires the student to pay the cost of summer attendance.

Requires credits to count toward high school graduation and the student’s high school transcript to show both high school and college credits earned.

PSEO Transportation.  Requires parents to provide transportation to and from the postsecondary institution.

PSEO Definition.  Defines “eligible students” as 11th o 12th grade students or 9th or 10th grade students meeting the school district’s gifted and talented criteria.  This includes students attending accredited nonpublic schools, the Iowa School for the Deaf, and the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School.

PSEO Payments.  Requires school districts to pay the tuition reimbursements for their resident students, not open-enrolled students, no later than June 30.  The State Board of Regents pays the tuition reimbursement for Iowa School for the Deaf and Iowa Braille and Sight Saving students.  The school districts and the State Board of Regents pay the lesser of actual costs of tuition, textbooks, materials and fees or $250.

District-to-Community College Sharing or Concurrent Enrollment Program.  Establishes a District-to-Community College Sharing or Concurrent Enrollment Program to permit resident students in grades nine through twelve to enroll part-time in nonsectarian courses at community colleges.  Notice of the program is required to be given in the school district’s student handbook and be considered in the development of the student’s core curriculum plan.

Specifies that students in nonpublic schools will access the Program through the local school district.

Specifies that the school district will annually approve the community college courses for the program that do not supplant high school courses.  If accepted, the school district will notify the student and the minor student’s parent or guardian of the acceptance, class time, and hours of college credit.

Requires that credits count toward high school graduation.

Requires the parent or legal guardian to provide transportation for the student to and from the community college.

Requires the Board of Education, in collaboration with the community colleges, to define the data and information to be collected on the Program.

Regional Academies.  A regional academy is a program established by a school district to which multiple school districts send students in grades nine through twelve.  Allows a regional academy to include advanced level courses, including career and technical courses, internet-based courses, and courses delivered via the Iowa Communications Network.  Permits students in grades nine through twelve that attend participating multiple school districts to attend.  Specifies that regional academy courses do not qualify as college credit concurrent enrollment courses.  Specifies that participating school districts receive the regional academy supplementary weighting.  Specifies that school districts must provide information about regional academies prior to the development fo he student’s core curriculum plan.

Career Academies.  Specifies that a career academy, as defined in Section 260C.18A(2)(c), Code of Iowa, is a program of study that combines a minimum of two years of secondary education with an associate degree or the equivalent career preparatory program in a nonduplicative, sequential course of study that is standards-based, integrates academic and technical instruction, utilizes work-based and worksite learning where appropriate and available, utilizes an individual career planning process with parent involvement, and leads to an associate degree or postsecondary diploma or certificate in a career field that prepares an individual for entry and advancement in a high-skill and rewarding career field and further education.

Specifies that a career academy course may qualify as a concurrent enrollment course for college and high school credit.

Specifies that the school district is eligible for sharing supplementary weighting and the community college is eligible for Workforce Training and Economic Development Funding.

Specifies that school districts must provide information about career academies prior to the development of the student’s core curriculum plan.
Internet-Based and Iowa Communications Network Coursework.  Permits courses to be delivered over the Iowa Communications Network (ICN) if funding is appropriated by the General Assembly.  Permits school districts to receive the supplementary weighting for shared classed by the ICN.

Permits internet-based courses to receive supplemental weighting if qualified as a concurrent enrollment course of a career academy course.

Internet-Based Clearinghouse.  Requires the Department of Education to identify options in the Senior Year Plus Program and transferability between educational systems for students, parents, and participating institutions and organizations.  Specifies that the clearinghouse is to provide online links to appropriate resources and identify course transferability and articulation between high school and college systems.
Repeals the current Postsecondary Enrollment Option, as it is now part of the Senior Year Plus Program.

Senior Year Plus Program Study.  Requires the Department of Education to conduct a study in collaboration with Regents universities, community colleges, and school districts, subject to funding being appropriated by the General Assembly.  The study is to identify the steps necessary to successfully implement the Senior Year Plus Program, considering core curriculum statutes and administrative rules and identifying the barriers to transfer of credit between high schools and colleges.  Yjr department is to report to the General Assembly by November 14, 2008.

