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	Background
	The Iowa Department of Education is required by the Federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) to report data for the indicator related to early childhood outcomes for infants, toddlers and preschool children in Part C and Part B.  Under the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), the early childhood outcomes indicator is a monitoring priority and addressed in Iowa’s State Performance Plan for Part C and Part B (C3 and B7).



	Purpose and Essential Question
	The Iowa Department of Education and state and local partners will use early childhood outcomes data to demonstrate the effectiveness of Iowa’s Early ACCESS and Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) services, to make decisions for state and local program improvements and to benefit children’s growth and development.

Purpose:

To develop and implement a statewide accountability system to measure outcomes for infants and toddlers in Early ACCESS and preschoolers in special education.

Essential Question:

· Are students with disabilities entering school ready to learn at high levels?



	Target Population 


	The Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO) data are reported for the following:

· Eligible infants and toddlers from birth to three receiving early intervention services on an IFSP

· Includes children transitioning from Early ACCESS at their third birthday to Part B or other services

· Eligible preschool children from ages three through five receiving early childhood special education services (instructional or support) on an IEP

· Includes children transitioning from ECSE to kindergarten services

· Includes children receiving special education services in both the ECSE and Kindergarten settings  

· Does not include children that begin receiving special education services in kindergarten



	ECO Areas and Required Reporting Categories


	Three ECO Areas:

Children with IFSP/IEP who demonstrate improved:

1. Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships)

2. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/communication and early literacy – preschool only)

3. Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs

Required Reporting Categories for the State Performance Plan:


Percentage of children who:

a. Did not improve functioning 
These children either acquired no new skills or behaviors or their functioning regressed while receiving Early ACCESS or ECSE services.

b. Improved functioning but not sufficient to move nearer to functioning comparable to same-aged peers 

These children acquired new skills and behaviors but there has been no positive change in their developmental trajectories.  They acquired new skills at the same or lower rates than they had at the time they began Early ACCESS or ECSE services.

c. Improved functioning to a level nearer to same-aged peers but did not reach it

These children acquired skills and new behaviors at a faster rate while receiving Early ACCESS or ECSE services than they had before receiving services.  There was a positive change in their developmental trajectories; however, they have not attained functioning comparable to same-aged peers.

d. Improved functioning to reach a level comparable to same-aged peers

These children did not show functioning comparable to same-aged peers when they began Early ACCESS or ECSE services but they reached this level while receiving services.

e. Maintained functioning at a level comparable to same-aged peers

These children showed functioning comparable to same-aged peers when they began Early ACCESS or ECSE services and continued to demonstrate skills comparable to same-aged peers.



	What skills and behaviors relate to each of the ECO Areas?


	The three ECO areas represent critical functional skills and behaviors in which young children need to be successful in everyday activities and routines.  These areas are not separated into discrete developmental domains; therefore, they represent the complex and integrated nature of how young children develop.  

ECO Areas and Descriptions of Skills and Behaviors:

1. Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships)

· Examples: Relating with adults; Relating with other children

· IFSP/IEP Outcome/Goal Codes: Following rules related to groups or interacting with others; Personal and Social Adjustment; and Contribution and Citizenship

2. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/communication and early literacy for 3 – 5 year olds)

· Examples: Thinking, reasoning, remembering, and problem-solving; Understanding symbols; Understanding the physical and social worlds

· IFSP/IEP Outcome/Goal Codes: Pre-Academic and Functional Literacy

3. Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs

· Examples: Taking care of basic needs, showing hunger, dressing, feeding, toileting; Contributing to own health and safety, following rules, assisting with hand washing, avoiding inedible objects; Getting from place to place, mobility; Using tools, forks, strings attached to objects

· IFSP/IEP Outcome/Goal Codes: Physical Health; and Responsibility and Independence

NOTE: 

· For additional examples of skills and behaviors that describe the ECO areas, IFSP and IEP Teams should refer to the document, Alignment of ECO, IFSP Outcome/IEP Goal Codes and Iowa Early Learning Standards, February 2006, Iowa Dept. of Education.  This document aligns the ECO areas with the Iowa Early Learning Standards and IFSP Outcome Codes / IEP Goal Codes.



	How will IFSP/IEP Teams document children’s functioning in the ECO Areas?


	IFSP and IEP Teams use the Early Childhood Outcomes Summary form (October 2006) to summarize and report on the child’s current level of functioning and progress made while receiving Early ACCESS or early childhood special education services.  The ECO data are reported in each of the three areas for infants, toddlers and preschoolers; regardless of the area a child receives services.  

Comparison to Peers or Standards:

The IFSP and IEP Teams use a 7-point rating scale to decide the extent to which children are currently displaying behaviors and skills expected for their age. 

Child’s Outcome Rating is based on the following:

· Current level of functioning demonstrated across a range of situations and settings that make up the child’s day

· Typical functioning, not his/her capacity to function under ideal circumstances

· Functioning using assistive technology or special accommodations, if applicable, that are available in the child’s everyday environment

· Skills and behaviors compared to age appropriate expectations based on child development research (Skills emerge in a somewhat predictable developmental sequence in most children, thus this allows for a comparison to what children generally do at specific ages birth through five.)

Progress:

In addition, the IFSP and IEP teams determine annually the progress children have made in their skills and behaviors while receiving Early ACCESS or ECSE services.

Child’s Progress is based on any of the following:

· Acquisition of a new skill or behavior since the last IFSP or IEP meeting

· More independently demonstrates mastery of a skill or behavior

· Progress made toward achieving IFSP Outcomes or IEP Goals

· Improve skills and behaviors to a level nearer to age-appropriate functioning 



	What is considered Supporting Evidence for Outcome Rating and Progress?


	When determining children’s outcome rating and progress in each of the three areas, the IFSP and IEP Teams consider information gathered from various procedures and multiple sources of data.  These data provide the evidence for determining children’s level of functioning and progress.  The teams are required to document on the ECO Summary form the supporting evidence used to reach their conclusions by reporting the methods used, sources of information and summary of relevant results.

Multiple Sources of Data:

R - Record reviews of existing data

I - Interviews with parents, caregivers, teachers and service providers 

O - Observations in multiple settings

T - Tests and Assessments, including research-based criterion-referenced, curriculum-based or play-based assessments

Examples of Child Assessments:

· Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System (AEPS) for Infants and Children, Second Edition

· Battelle Developmental Inventory, Second Edition

· Carolina Curriculum for Infants/Toddlers, 3rd Ed; for Preschoolers 2nd Ed.

· Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum Assessment

· Developmental Assessment of Young Children (DAYC)

· Developmental Observation Checklist System (DOCS)

· Hawaii Early Learning Profile

· High/Scope Child Observation Record

· Indicators of Individual Growth and Development (IGDI), 2006

· The Ounce Scale or Work Sampling System, 4th Ed.

· Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales (Vineland – II)

Additional Data Sources May Include:

· Progress monitoring data

· IFSP and IEP Results data

· Age appropriate expectations 

· Other relevant information regarding child’s functioning across a variety of settings and everyday situations

NOTE:

· The determination, documentation, analysis and reporting of the ECO data must meet the requirements established in Iowa Administrative Rules for Early ACCESS and Special Education.



	When is the Early Childhood Outcomes Summary form completed?
	IFSP and IEP Teams complete the ECO Summary form for each of the ECO areas at the following times:

· Initial IFSP or IEP meeting for infants, toddlers or preschool children

· Annually as a part of the IFSP or IEP meeting, until the child no longer receives Early ACCESS or ECSE services.

NOTE: 

· IFSP and IEP Teams must complete an ECO Summary form for children when it is determined that they will no longer receive Early ACCESS or ECSE services.  

Reasons for no longer receiving services may include:

· Determined as not eligible and exits services

· Family moves out of state

· Transition from Early ACCESS at age three

· Transition from ECSE services to kindergarten



	Requirements and Dates
	Type of IFSP or IEP Meeting
	ECO Summary Form:
	Beginning Date

	
	
	Positive Social-Emotional Skills
	Acquisition and Use of Knowledge and Skills
	Appropriate Behaviors to Meet Needs
	

	
	Initial

Use the ECO Summary form, January 2006.
	ECO Summary form (January 2006) 

Section 1: Comparison to peers or standards.

Data: Yes, Emerging, No
	February 1, 2006

	
	Initial, Annual, Re-Evaluation and Exit

Use the ECO Summary Form, October 2006.
	ECO Summary form (October 2006) 

a. Comparison to peers or standards.

Data: 7-Point Child Outcome Rating Scale

b. Progress.

Data: Yes, No, Not Applicable at Initial Meeting

c. Supporting Evidence.

Data: Date, Method, Sources, Summary of Relevant Results
	July 1, 2006
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