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August 15, 2011
Greetings Mentors:

This letter confirms your participation in the Mentoring and Induction Program at Grant Wood Area Education Agency.  I am very excited you have chosen to work with and support our newest colleagues in the profession.  You will have the opportunity to participate in six full days of research based mentor professional development from the New Teacher Center.   

The first session begins on Wednesday, September 7th and Thursday, September 8th at Grant Wood AEA 6th Street Facility.  Our session begins at 8:30 on the 7th and our day will conclude at 4:00 p.m.  A continental breakfast, lunch, and snacks will be provided on all professional development days.  

The remaining schedule is as follows:

October 11th and 12th – Coaching and Observation Strategies
February 21th and 22th – Analysis of Student Work

All sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. and our day will conclude by 3:30 p.m. at Grant Wood AEA 6th Street Facility.  
Two hours of re-certification or graduate credit are available to participants in the Mentoring and Induction training.  Re-certification credit is $50.00. Graduate credit is available through Morningside College for $150.00 and Drake University for $200.00. The instructions for electronic registration are included.  Everyone needs to register for the course even if you are not taking it for credit. If you have questions about this process, we will address them at the first training session.
Mentor Forums will also be held in between trainings to provide you with ongoing support as you work to develop your mentoring skills.  The schedule for these optional forums will be as follows:

October 3, 2011 – 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. – Grant Wood AEA – 4401 6th Street
December 6, 2011 – 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. – Grant Wood AEA – 4401 6th Street
January 26, 2012 – 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. – Grant Wood AEA -4401 6th Street 
April 9, 2012 – 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. – Grant Wood AEA-4401 6th Street
Please plan to participate fully in this training.  State of Iowa mentoring and induction legislation requires mentors to participate in a specified number of hours of training. Becoming a certified mentor means that you participate in all the training sessions for the full length of time and complete the between class learning assignments.  An outline of assignments and a rubric will be provided at the first session.  If you need to miss a class or leave early, please contact me to make arrangements to make up the session time.
I look forward to meeting and working with you this year.  If you have questions please feel free to contact me at ethomson@gwaea.org  or 319-399-6567.
Sincerely,

Emily Thomson
Grant Wood Area Education Agency

Mentoring and Induction Program 

Grant Wood AEA  •  4401 Sixth Street SW  •  Cedar Rapids, IA 52404


