Rate of Acquisition (ROA)
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 Rate of acquisition is the rate at which a student makes progress toward a goal when participating in instruction. Rate of acquisition analysis provides valuable information about the student’s potential future performance and comparison with peers when appropriately used. 
ROA = (Ending Performance – Beginning Performance) 


median of last three samples


baseline

÷ Number of weeks of instruction

Determine the expected ROA of grade level peers in the skill area.  

· Fall Expectation = 95 correct words per minute

· Winter Expectation = 115 correct words per minute

· Number of weeks of instruction between Fall and Winter measurement = 10

· The ROA for expectation for peers = (115-95) divided by 10 = 2 correct words per week

Determine the ROA for the individual student:

· Fall Performance = 50 correct words per minute (baseline median) 
· Winter Performance = 60 correct words per minute (median of last 3 data points)
· Number of weeks of instruction between Fall and Winter measurement = 12
· The ROA for expectation for peers = (60-50) divided by 12 = .83 correct words per week.

Compare the student’s ROA to the ROA of grade level peers for the time period. 


Determine if the rate of acquisition represents acceptable progress.  

· In the example above, the student’s ROA of .83 words per week is compared to an expected peer group ROA of 2.0 words per week. 
· This comparison suggests that this student is not making enough progress to close the gap, and that the gap between this student’s performance and the peer group comparison is widening.  This may suggest that a significant change in instruction is needed.
· If the student’s ROA had been equal to that of the peer group (2.0 words per week), the team could determine that the gap has remained the same.  

· A ROA greater than 2.0 words per week might suggest that this student is making sufficient progress to close the gap between his or her performance and that of the peer comparison group.

